The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010 by University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media




The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY 17, 2010
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2010_feb
This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2010 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in February by an authorized administrator of
Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact dillarda@mailbox.sc.edu.
Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010" (2010).
February. 8.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2010_feb/8
By 6:30 p.m. Tuesday everyone knew Drew Kirchhofer 
and Ebbie Yazdani would be facing off in a runoff for SG 
President.  
It was almost midnight when the Elections Commission 
ruled Kate A llison, the top vote-getter in the vice 
presidential race, ineligible for the runoff due to elections 
fraud. 
If an appeal promised by organizer Matt Ungar isn’t 
granted, third-place finisher Steve Vereen will compete 
against Taylor Cain in the runoff next week. 
A n extensive elect ions decision released by the 
commission said Allison’s campaign committed four 
violations relating to a Monday night chapter meeting of 
Alpha Delta Pi sorority. It said the violations were strong 
enough reason for disqualifi cation by a 6-2 vote, a rare step 
taken by the commission only to punish serious offenses.
“We have found the candidate guilty of elections fraud. 
We didn’t feel like it’d be a good precedent to set that 
elections fraud is something you can get around whether it 
be malicious or not.” said Elections Commissioner Thomas 
Gaither. 
The violation was fi led Tuesday afternoon by Zach Lamb , 
a chief organizer in Cain and Alex Stroman’s campaign. 
According to the complaint, the sorority circulated 
computers during its chapter meeting to encourage students 
to vote for Allison. That’s a violation of election codes that 
say an offi cial polling location cannot be organized during 
an organization meeting.
Members from the sorority submitted anonymous 
letters to Cain’s campaign staff saying they were coerced 
to vote for Allison and were provided computers by the 
sorority to do so. 
The letters said the president “strongly encouraged” 
members to vote for Allison and that computers were passed 
around the chapter meeting for that purpose.
“If Kate Allison wasn’t in London, this wouldn’t have 
happened,” said Hakeem Jefferson, who spoke on Cain’s 
behalf. “Kate could win an election without elections fraud. 
It’s highly unfortunate people in the sorority or people 
on her staff thought it necessary to take computers into 
chapter.” 
Because it was after 5 a.m. in London when the decision 
was reached, Allison couldn’t be reached for comment on 
her disqualifi cation.
Ashley Rivers, Allison’s campaign manager, said no 
members of the sorority were ever coerced to vote for 
Allison. She said computers were given to members inside 
chapter. But she said it was only because members of the 
sorority’s executive board wanted to encourage members to 
participate in SG.
“We never do anything to push a certain cause or a 
certain side,” Rivers said. “We can’t take sides.  We’re a 
diverse organization and we want to stay that way.” 
Rivers said the sorority didn’t understand their conduct 
was illegal in SG codes. Allison wasn’t responsible for 
the violations as she didn’t even know they occurred, her 
supporters said. 
It took the commission over an hour to deliberate. The 
meeting, and drama inside the SG offi ce, overshadowed 
the elections announcement. The number of candidates 
for president and vice president were trimmed from nine 
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The men’s basketball 
team travels to Fay-
etteville today to take 
on the Razorbacks in a 
must-win road game.
See page 9
Check out The Mix to 
get the scoop on Lucero. 
American legends like 
Bruce Springsteen and 
Neil Young are infl uences 
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candidates that would be 
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SG elections go to runoffs
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Zach Lamb, a member of Alex Stroman and Taylor Cain’s campaign looks over 
the shoulder of Katie Spell at the SG election results Tuesday night. 
Yazdani, Kirchhofer face-off for president, 
VP candidate Allison disqualified for fraud
Josh Dawsey
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
A l t h o u g h  s t u d e n t 
elect ions are at an end, 
there is still a chance to let 
your voice be heard.
Wed nesday,  Feb.  24, 
Carolina Census Awareness 
Day w i l l  t ake place on 
Greene Street to promote 
U.S. Census awareness 
and encourage students to 
complete the 10-question 
sur vey when the forms 
become available in April, 
as stated by their press 
release.
Ac t iv it ie s  of fered to 
s t u d e nt s  w i l l  i n c lu d e 
an American f lag thumb 
pledge for  s t udent s  to 
commit to the census by 
filling their print in with 
an American f lag design. 
St udent s can a lso have 
their picture taken with a 
cardboard cut-out of Lady 
Libert y and Uncle Sam 
which will be posted online 
at http://CarolinaCounts.
com. 
The Spark Group , which 
cons i s t s  of  f ive  publ ic 
relations students, Jaime 
Sho ok ,  L au r a  Bro d ie , 
J e s s i c a  R e e v e s ,  E r i n 
M ay na rd  a nd  M i k ay la 
Sharpe, created the census 
campaign to compete in 
the Bateman Team Case 
Study compet it ion. The 
contest is a nat ion-wide 
event sponsored by the 
Public Relations Student 
Society of America , and 
USC has previously been 
awarded fi rst place in 2002, 
2004 and 2006. 
Beginning with research 
back in November, the 
team began reading past 
articles about the census, 
s p o k e  t o  t h e  C e n s u s 
Bureau in Charlotte and 
began holding focus groups 
on campus to see what 
students thought. 
“We want to be sure that 
every student and local 
resident gets counted this 
year,” said  Jaime Shook, a 
fourth-year public relations 
student and event planner 
for the Spark Group in a 
press release.
The team posts updates 
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Supporters of Ebbie Yazdani celebrate upon 
learning Yazdani made the runoff Tuesday.
RHA
The Residence Hall Association held elections 
for National Communications Coordinator at its 
Tuesday night meeting. The election was between 
Caroline Sanders , president of South Tower, and 
Caroline DeHaven , president of Preston College. 
Both candidates said they are responsible and have 
many years of experience in RHA. When asked 
why they decided to run for NCC by a Capstone 
representative, DeHaven said that she “likes 
leadership positions and making an impact.” 
Sanders agreed and said that she wants to represent 
RHA well at the conferences. 
“They are going to know South Carolina,” she 
said.  
From the conferences, Sanders said she wants to 
bring back the information they learn to RHA in a 
slideshow, e-mail and a handbook that representatives 
can give to their respective residence halls. 
In the end, Sanders was elected to the position. 
“It feels great to do this,” she said. “I was not 
nervous about this because I knew that I had actual 
experience in RHA.”
Also during the meeting, Green Quad was granted 
$3,000 for the Charity Poker Tournament on March 
25 in the Green Quad Learning Center. RHA vice 
president Brad Williams said that they do not expect 
to use all of this money.
“Whatever is not used will go back into RHA’s 
funds,” he said. 
The poker tournament will adhere to the Green 
Quad’s eco-friendly living initiatives with organic 
pizza from ZPizza in Columbia and all left-over 
food will be collected for compost. The East Quad 
has also donated prizes such as a Wii , Playstation 3 , 
plasma television and numerous DVDs and Xbox 
games for the event that they had not previously 
used.
Emelie Holm , a member of the Career Center 
Community Internship Program , stressed the 
importance of internships by introducing the Career 
Center’s program, which actively finds nearby 
internships for students through JobMate , an online 
resume and career assistant. 
Without having a fi nance internship, Holm said 
that she would have found out too late that it was not 
the right career choice for her. In order to participate 
in the Community Internship Program, according 
to its Web site, students are required to have at least 
a 2.0 GPA, have their resume reviewed by an on-call 
career counselor, obtain a full-access account on 
JobMate, complete a minimum of 12 credit hours 
and attend a Career Center orientation session .
Capstone and Preston Residence Hall both said 
that their Valentine’s Day Date auctions were a huge 
success with $1,300 raised for Gamecocks Helping 
Haiti .
Next week, RHA plans to discuss the issue of 
South Quad’s president being absent from meetings. 
Caroline Sanders to represent 
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discuss how important the 
Green Forum should be to 
Columbia politicians.
See page 5
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NEWS
In an economy where almost all 
major purchases are made on credit, 
the new Credit Card Accountability, 
Responsibility and Disclosure Act 
— which will protect users from fi ne 
print — will restrict the ability for 
anyone under the age of 21 to own a 
credit card.
The act takes full effect Feb. 22 .
“With this new law, consumers 
will have the strong and reliable 
protections they deserve,” President 
Obama said in a news release when 
the act was signed last May. “We will 
continue to press for reform that is 
built on transparency, accountability 
and mutual responsibility — values 
fundamental to the new foundation we 
seek to build for our economy.”
The new act aims to improve the 
economy not only by relying less 
on credit, but also by protect ing 
consumers by restricting hidden fees 
and high interest rates. However, for 
many young Americans, especially 
college students, this new act may 
cause some controversy.  
Lau ren Fica r ra ,  a  t h i rd-yea r 
elementary education student , said 
hav ing a credit card has a lways 
benefi tted her and she does not agree 
with the act.
“I think students need to be prepared 
for different emergency situations that 
might come up,” Ficarra said. “I’ve 
had to use my credit card for a car 
emergency that I wouldn’t have been 
able to deal with if I couldn’t pay.”
Many college students get their fi rst 
credit card in the wake of their college 
days, some in an effort to start off 
their credit history, others to be able 
to make purchases when they need 
to and have the ability to pay later. 
Having a credit card can be a gift and 
a curse. Those who may not have the 
responsibility it takes to manage their 
personal fi nances can fi nd themselves 
facing a life-long pile of debt if they 
are not careful.
“I don’t think having credit cards 
at this age is a good idea because a lot 
of people aren’t responsible enough 
and with debit cards it’s possible to 
have enough money to take care of 
emergencies and not have to worry 
about paying back loans and deal with 
interest,” said Lauren Pomerantz, 
a  s e c o nd -y e a r  m a rk e t i n g  a nd 
management student .
I n an a r t ic le  w r it ten for  t he 
Huffi ngton Post, fi nancial expert Jerry 
Welch said that with this new act, the 
use of prepaid debit and credit cards 
will be on the rise . For many young 
people, this is the way to still have 
all the same features of a credit card 
without running the risk of hurting 
your credit line in the future. 
Most prepaid cards are reloadable 
and do not require a bank account, 
which makes them universally easy to 
obtain and use. So although consumers 
cannot buy now and pay later, they 
will eliminate the risk of amassing 
debt while in college.
Clare Morgan, vice president of 
marketing at nFinanSe , said the only 
major f laws of prepaid cards is the 
lack of knowledge about them. She 
said that all consumers utilizing them, 
especially younger ones, need to be 
educated on what type of tool they are 
using.
“Consumers need to compare card 
offerings — free is not always free,” 
Morgan said. “Look for a low purchase 
price and a low monthly fee, some 
companies say ‘no monthly fee’ but 
they charge a $1.00 per transaction 
which adds up very quickly.”
According to Morgan, having free 
customer service with easy access to a 
live agent is important.
“If you have a question about your 
money, you want help as quickly as 
possible,” Morgan said.
Students who already have credit 
cards in their names wil l not be 
affected by this act, but they should 
still use caution while using them as a 
spending tool.  
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ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE
A service for Ash Wednesday will be 
provided through the cooperative efforts of 
the Lutheran Campus Ministry, Methodist 
Campus Ministry and Presbyterian Campus 
Ministry. This brief, interdenominational 
observation of Ash Wednesday will include 
scripture readings, the imposition of ashes 
and communal prayer and refl ection.
The service will begin at noon today in the 
Russell House Theater.
All students, faculty, staff and guests of the 
University are welcome to participate.
For more information
 contact Cheryl Soehl at 777-5782. 
of their events on their blog and Twitter, created a 
promotional video on YouTube and made Facebook events 
to get the maximum amount of students involved.
“We just want to correct a lot of misconceptions about 
the Census,” said  Laura Brodie, a fourth-year public 
relations student and account executive for the group. 
“Your information will not get out to the public and 
participating is a required duty by the Constitution.”
According to the 2010 U.S. Census’s Web site, the 
census counts every resident of the country and takes 
place every 10 years, as mandated by the Constitution . 
Students living on campus will receive a form directly 
from campus administrators in March and those living 
off campus will be mailed a regular form that will be sent 
between April and May.
The information collected from the Census Bureau will 
determine how much fi nancial aid out of a $400 billion 
budget that certain areas will receive . The fi nancial aid 
will fund projects such as infrastructure rebuilding, health 
centers and emergency care, and census information 
affects how many representative seats the state will be 
given in the White House . 
“It is really important for all students at USC to take 
it,” Brodie said. “For every citizen that does not get 
counted, $1,200 is lost.”
Starting with Dance Marathon on Friday at the Strom 
Thurmond Wellness and Fitness center , Spark Group 
is also holding an essay, video and photo contest in 
which a winner will be selected from each category. The 
deadline for the contest is Feb. 19 and the winners will be 
announced on Greene Street Feb. 24.
For more information on how you can become involved 
in USC’s census, visit http://CarolinaCounts.com. 
Bill to protect cardholders
Act restricts those under 21 
from opening credit cards
Michelle Reino
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
If students believe that professors pay little attention to the 
comments left on mtvU’s Web site RateMyProfessor.com , then 
they are wrong. The creators of Rate My Professor have added 
a feature called Professors Strike Back, which gives professors 
an opportunity to respond to many of the comments posted.
Rate My Professor plays a major role for some students in 
deciding which classes or professor to take. 
AJ Florio , a fi rst-year criminal justice student , said Rate My 
Professor infl uences 90 percent of his course-taking decisions.
Ben Carmichael , a second-year hotel, restaurant and tourism 
management student , said he uses Rate My Professor in about 
60 percent of his class decisions.
“Often times it is hard because you have to relate the courses 
to your academic scheme,” Carmichael said.
Both professors and academic advisers said they know how 
much weight the comments posted on Rate My Professor have 
on a student’s perception of a course. 
“Anything that allows students to make an informed 
decision about their classes is good, but I believe that student 
evaluations are a better indication of how students feel about a 
course,” Matt Kisner , a USC philosophy professor said .
With the emergence of Professors Strike Back, professors 
now have an opportunity to defend their tactics.
“Rate My Professor is a better indicator of how multiple 
students feel about a professor because students are not trying 
to impress any,” Carmichael said.
The idea that professors have tools available to counteract 
their ratings is appealing to Lauren Bosselait , a graduate 
Professors strike back to defend reputations
Web site carries weight in course 
decisions, new feature provides forum 
for teachers to refute students’ claims 
James McCoy
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Census ● Continued from 1
COCKY’S CARAVAN
Cocky’s Caravan provides rides to 
USC students on Friday and 
Saturday nights from 9pm to 1am.
For a complete 
route map & schedule, visit:
http://www.sg.sc.edu/caravan.htm
STUDENT GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Recipients will receive notification at the annual Award’s Day ceremony. All applicants must 
have a minimum 3.0 GPA and be in good standing with the University. Selection will be 
based on scholarship, leadership and service. A letter of recommendation is required from a 
student organization advisor or faculty member addressing the applicant’s leadership 
abiliites and accomplishments. All materials are due Wednesday, February 17th by 4:00 pm.
Brian Comer Student Government Scholarship: 
Awarded to a senior planning to attend graduate school who has 
greatly benefited the Student Body through a leadership position. 
Student Body President’s Scholarship: 
Awarded to a USC student for outstanding service to the 
Student Body through a campus leadership position.
Freshman Council Scholarship: 
Awarded to a freshman who has made a significant 
contribution to the Student Body through a leadership position.
Applications are available at the Campus Life Center, Russell House 227 and online at 
www.sg.sc.edu/scholarships.htm • Questions? Please call 777-2654
to four.
Voter t urnout was up 
almost 25 percent, leading 
many candidates to praise 
the Elections Commission 
for effective advertising. 
Noticeably absent from 
the four still in the running 
was A lex St roman, who 
currently serves as SG’s vice 
president. Stroman came 
in third in the presidential 
race, garnering 24.31 percent 
of the vote. Yazdani, the 
runner-up, picked up almost 
26 percent of  t he vote. 
Kirchhofer won a little over 
28 percent of the vote. 
Candidate Patrick Olson 
won about 10 percent of the 
vote, and Justin Cromer took 
about 11 percent of the vote. 
“I  bel ieve ever y t h ing 
happens  for  a  rea son ,” 
Stroman who has the f lu 
said over Facebook chat, 
“Everything. This frees me.”
Kirchhofer, a third-year 
who won the plurality of 
the vote for the presidential 
race, won more votes in the 
general election last year 
than opponent Meredith 
Ross. He lost in the runoff. 
“I was too content with 
t he  r e s u l t s  l a s t  y e a r,” 
Kirchhofer said. “This year, 
I’m not going to make that 
mistake. I’m going to hit the 
trail hard and get to more 
students.”
Y a z d a n i  e c h o e d 
K i r c h hof e r,  s ay i n g  he 
planned to work even harder 
to gain support from students 
“of all backgrounds.” 
Cain, who took almost 
35 percent of the vote, sat 
talking to Stroman by phone 
after the announcement.
“It’s obviously bittersweet 
we’re not running together,” 
Cain said. “But even though 
it’s only one of us, I’ll be 
carrying on our platform.” 
Students can vote next 
Monday and Tuesday on 
V I P.  W i n ner s  w i l l  b e 
announced Tuesday night. 
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Pastafarians host evolution advocate
The Pastafarians held a lecture on teaching evolution to 
honor this year’s Darwin Day Tuesday night.
“I think everyone got a lot out of it,” said Pastafarians 
president Andrew Cederdahl , a third-year political science 
student . “I think the speaker did a great job of relaying 
what P.Z. Myers would’ve said.” 
P.Z. Myers , a biology professor at the University of 
Minnesota Morris , was scheduled to give the lecture for 
the evening, but had to cancel at the last minute due to 
back problems from excessive traveling. 
USC biology professor Jerry Hilbish arrived abruptly 
to substitute. 
“I think he earned his fee,” said Jim Stiver , principal of 
Preston . “He was an eloquent and persuasive advocate for 
evolution.” 
Hilbish taught at an angle of preserving the credibility 
of evolution by denouncing the criticism of Jonathan 
Wells’ book “Icons of Evolution: Science or Myth?” 
Hilbish went through ten icons of solid evidence that 
granted evolution its validity. 
He proved Wells wrong by saying that he miscalculated 
the length of the Cambrian Explosion . He talked about 
the Miller-Urey Experiment , similar and congruent 
phylogenies and several other topics. He mentioned how 
Wells would try to devalue and disprove said events, when 
in reality Wells was being mistaken all along. 
For example, Wells ment ioned the changes in 
morphology is “assumed.” 
“For him to have sa id that , with his Ph.D. in 
biochemistry, is unbelievably stupid,” Hilbish said. 
He said Wells was childish for using Haeckel’s Embryos 
case to prove Darwin wrong. 
“Wells was using a child’s logic; since Darwin relied 
on Haeckel, Haeckel was wrong, Wells was quick to say 
Biology professor defends Darwinism, 
criticizes legislation to ban subject 
from South Carolina classrooms
Derek Legette
STAFF WRITER
that Darwin was completely wrong,” Hilbish 
said. 
Wells’ book labeled archaeopteryxes as 
being only birds, and Hilbish was quick to 
disagree. 
“I know a lot of paleontologists and they 
would say that archaeopteryxes were more 
than mere birds,” he said.
Hilbish provided visual information on 
Homo Habilis, Erectus, Sapiens and similar 
species while saying that Wells believed 
there was no evidence of human evolution. 
However, Hilbish said he does not refer to 
Darwinism as most people do. 
“That would be like saying Einsteinism. 
Darwin only created a theory of how nature 
works which greatly affected science,” he 
said. 
Hilbish said he believes evolution should 
be taught and he mentioned that the South 
Carolina Legislature was planning to push 
two bills on anti-evolution, which would 
mean that public schools cannot teach the 
subject. 
He encouraged the audience to join 
committees to vote against it. He said some 
may be against evolution, because they feel 
it promotes atheism, which is a belief he 
disagrees with. 
“Evolution is religiously neutral,” Hilbish 
said. 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Election ● Continued from 1
|
Get Your Car Ready 
for Spring Break!
1410 North Millwood Avenue803-256-2110 
 www.suddethauto.com
Online appointments:
“We take the worry out of your car care”
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Today, USC students can choose to jail or bail different USC community 
leaders at Dance Marathon’s fundraiser on Greene Street.
To keep the participants in jail or to release them, students must donate 
money toward their “jail” or “bail” funds.
All money raised for Dance Marathon benefi ts the Palmetto Health Children’s 
Hospital in Columbia . It is a 24-hour event where students dance to show 
emotional support for children and their families. The goal for this year is to 
raise over $125,000 .
For more information, contact Dance Marathon’s media relations chair, Kayla 
Hildreth or visit http://uscdm.org .
Jail and Bail schedule:
Women’s Basketball Coach Dawn Staley 
11 a.m. — 11:45 a.m. 
Student Body Treasurer Ebbie Yazdani 
11:15 a.m. — Noon
Student Body President Meredith Ross 
11:45 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. 
Director of Greek Life Ron Binder 
Noon — 12:45
Sorority President Stephanie Russell 
12:30 p.m. — 1:15 p.m.
Cocky
12:45 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Fraternity Council President Tony DiPaolo 
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Meredith Ross at 2008 Jail and Bail.
TACOMA, Wash. — A Washington state 
Army sergeant pleaded not guilty Tuesday 
to a charge he used water torture on his 
4-year-old daughter to force her to learn the 
alphabet.
KOMO-TV reports that 27-year-old 
Joshua Tabor was released from custody on 
$10,000 bail after his arraignment for assault 
in Tacoma.
He is confined to the Joint Base Lewis-
McChord military base. The veteran of 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars is a helicopter 
mechanic.
Tabor is accused of pulling his daughter’s 
head backward into the kitchen sink at their 
home in Yelm on Jan. 31 because she would 
not recite her ABCs.
Yelm Police Chief Todd Stancil said Tabor 
knew she was afraid of water and thought it 
was an appropriate punishment.
She has been place in the care of her 
maternal grandparents. 
South Carolina legislators on Tuesday 
advanced bills limiting how drivers use their 
cell phones behind the wheel.
The bill heading to the House fl oor would 
ban both text messaging and talking on a 
hand-held phone, while a separate measure 
sent to the Senate fl oor would bar only texting 
and e-mailing.
With surprisingly little debate, the House 
Education Committee approved a bill banning 
both practices, after an effort to separate 
the issues and ban only texting failed. The 
measure would exempt handsfree talking 
systems.
Rep. Jim Stewart, R-Aiken, said holding a 
cell phone to talk while driving isn’t nearly as 
distracting as sending a text message. He also 
complained the ban could hurt businesses, 
particularly the owners of small construction 
crews, who largely work out of their vehicles 
and depend on their cell phones.
Others questioned how it would be enforced.
“How in the world are we going to police 
this?” asked Rep. Michael Anthony, D-Union, 
who complained it smacked of “big daddy 
government.”
LOCAL & WORLD NEWS
NATIONAL
LOCAL
Sergeant accused of using torture to teach
Bills to limit cell phone usage advance
student and ACE adviser.
“A Web site that allows professors an opportunity to dispel myths about the course is not 
necessarily a bad idea,” Bosselait said. “Sometimes professors just have a bad semester and this 
allows them an opportunity to speak on that,”
The purpose of Professors Strike Back is to provide a forum that allows professors to respond 
honestly or just argue with students.
“If the point of the Web site is to create silly arguments then it is pointless, but if this allows 
students to be more refl exive about the courses then I am all for it,” Kisner said.
Professors are often being evaluated by not only students, but colleagues, chairs and other 
members of the academic community.
“I believe that student evaluations are a better indication of the how students feel about the 
course,” Kisner said.
The new feature does bring up many questions about what students are really looking for from 
professors. Some students look for easy classes, while others look for great professors.
“The content of the course and the diffi culty of the course plays a major role in what students 
put on Web sites such as Rate My Professor,” Kisner said. “Often times students aren’t in a good 
position to evaluate what is in their best academic interest.”
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Rates ● Continued from 2
After weeks of campaigning, the results are in. Some may be 
satisfi ed and some disappointed, but the best candidates made 
it to the run-offs due to votes by the majority of students who 
casted their vote for a reason. 
But, after all this celebration, there is something to be 
concerned about. When the polls came in, so did charges 
against certain candidates including four charges made against 
Kate Allison resulting in her disqualifi cation. 
Allison’s disqualifi cation goes to show that this election for 
student government got way out of hand. Just last week, Buddy 
Ballew accused Taylor Cain of hosting a campaign event that 
was against the rules. We are in college — tattle-tailing on one 
another is immature and inappropriate. 
Yes, people took their sides 
by joining Facebook groups 
and even made their profile 
picture the logo of a candidate’s 
campaign, but ganging up by 
writing anonymous letters is 
taking competition too far and 
is not the way elections should 
run. 
Resu lt s  d idn’t  come in 
until midnight that Allison 
was disqualifi ed. After several 
hours of debate, fi nally a decision was made that the charges 
against Allison were valid. It is ridiculous that it took that long 
to make a decision. 
Unfortunately Allison was at loss, but only because people 
turned their backs on her. Yes, people are going to vote for 
their friends and whom their friends vote for, but an ambitious 
candidate should be trying to get votes from those who aren’t 
their friends. That is what Kate lacked. She needed to make sure 
no one would go against her. 
It is disappointing that student government has stirred up 
so much drama and these decisions had to be made. Hopefully 
next year things can run more smoothly and maturely. Student 
government infl uences students and the way elections ran this 
year defi nitely placed a negative mood on our campus. 
 
Dear Editor,
Is it just me or do the athletes at USC seem to 
get special treatment and more money spent on 
them than necessary? I understand that athletes 
and sports are a very important factor to any major 
university and bring in lots of funds for the school 
through tuition and what not, but it just does not 
seem fair to the students who do not get special 
treatment because they aren’t athletically inclined.
I sit in class with many athletes, and while I am 
furiously taking notes they are either listening to 
their iPods, texting or sleeping. When I ask why 
they aren’t taking notes they tell me their note taker 
is sitting across the room doing it for them. 
OK, so you get your notes taken for you and most 
of the time you are awarded with scholarships; free 
books; $13 million centers for studying; tutors and 
numerous excuses to miss class for practices, games 
or any other event. While I, on the other hand, am 
a nursing major working my tail off to try and make 
it into higher division because there is not enough 
funding to hire professors to teach nurses in clinical 
settings. If free books were awarded to me I would 
be a very happy camper and much more grateful 
than they seem to be.
Don’t get me wrong, the athletes are not the ones 
to blame for their being spoiled; the University 
is. Spending $213 million on study centers and an 
athletic village for the athletes sure is a wonderful 
tool and luxury for them, but for the rest of the 
student population this has no benefi t to us. 
I thought that college was a place where people 
went to get an education and that was the primary 
focus of a university, but reading about the ridiculous 
amounts of money being spent to pamper and help 
athletes learn, or almost forcing them to learn 
something, is confusing me. 
Why should I have to pay my full tuition and 
work my butt off in college if the athletes are paid 
to come here to play games? (OK, I know that they 
don’t just play all day, they do have to take tests 
and attend class sometimes.) I do recognize that 
being a full-time athlete is not easy — I couldn’t do 
it — but do they realize how hard it is to be a fully 
committed nursing or pharmacy or pre-med major 
competing to get to a higher level of education?
It has never clearly been stated to me where these 
funds are coming from; is it the athlete’s tuition 
or are all students helping pay for this? I wouldn’t 
have as much of a problem if it was only from their 
tuition, but to take it from others who could care 
less about their fancy centers and don’t benefi t from 
them is not fair. Raise funds, seek donations, or pay 
for it yourself, but don’t use my money for your 
tutors and tennis courts.
Spending millions on athletic centers or anything 
to spoil athletes more does not seem like a logical 
step to me. How many athletes actually make it 
big after college? I’m sure the number is much less 
than the number of students who make it as doctors, 
lawyers, nurses or teachers. I think this University 
is a wonderful place but I wish students like me were 
heard more and felt more appreciated than is shown.
Victoria Rosinski 
First-year nursing student 
Near  t he  end of  each 
semester, students suf fer 
a blitzkrieg of ads for non-
university housing. Greene 
Street is submerged in a 
housing extravaganza, where 
students are pelted with free 
koozies, cups and T-shirts. 
Students, especially freshmen, 
also hear that all their friends 
are moving off campus and 
are pressured to do the same.
I was one of the students 
who dec ided 
to go with the 
f low — nay, 
deluge  — of 
anti-dormitory 
sent i ment .  I 
regret it.
No, I didn’t 
move f rom a 
dorm close to 
c a mpu s  to  a 
c o m p le x  f a r 
away. And no, 
I didn’t move 
from a nice dorm like Green 
Quad to mediocre housing 
complex. I moved from Bates 
House. And I miss it.
Not Bates West , Bates 
House: the old dorm with 
smal l  rooms,  communal 
bathrooms, a downstairs 
c a f e t e r i a  t h a t  s e r v e d 
subst a ndard food a nd a 
locat ion adjacent to The 
Roost. The Long March from 
Bates to the Russell House 
each day, several times a day, 
was akin to Frodo and Sam’s 
journey to Mordor .  The 
combination Chinese history/
Lord of the Rings reference 
strike you as nerdy? That’s 
what Bates House residents 
are seen as to the rest of the 
student community: nerds.
But there was something 
wonderful about the place, 
and about dorm liv ing in 
general. Though the pizza 
blew, the salad bar and the hot 
wings were always satisfying. 
The communal bathroom 
was often covered in vomit, 
but you weren’t responsible 
for cleaning it. The Internet 
wasn’t  fast ,  but it  was a 
cheetah compared to the 
water buffalo of my current 
connection. You had to do 
your laundry at the laundry 
room downstairs, but those 
old machines were much more 
reliable than the modern one I 
use now. The room was small, 
but, due to its limited space, I 
kept everything clean. Also, 
the ergonomics of a room that 
fits only one chair for your 
computer are astounding — if 
you can only sit on your bed 
or at your computer, you’ll 
likely either be having sex or 
doing homework.
In short, I found my entry-
level dorm more rewarding 
then my current cookie-cutter 
apartment. There is virtue 
in being content with less. 
Even with a vomit-covered 
communal bathroom.
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CORRECTIONS
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V i ew p o i n t s  p a g e  i s  to  s t i m u l a te 
discussion in the University of South 
Carol ina community. A l l  publ ished 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of  The Da i ly Gamecock and must 




















Non-athletes deserve equal treatment at very least
Money, amenities currently wasted 
to soley award, attract spoiled jocks
instead of benefi tting all University
Off-campus options 









year things can 
run more smoothly 
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editorially independent student 
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OPINION GRAB BAG 
Columnists weigh in on whether the Green Forum 
should be a priority for Columbia politicians  
Although I do think going green 
should be a priority, the city has more 
important issues at hand. Going green 
costs a lot of money and we should use 
our own resources on the issues that are 
affecting us now.
— Jessica Hardin 
Obviously the economic climate right 
now is not conducive to major green 
initiatives. But there is no reason not to 
start the discussion now. Provided, that 
is, that the issues are not simply put off 
forever. 
— Richard Wood 
As a Columbia resident, we have 
much to improve if we are to be that 
new southern cit y we aspire to be. 
Green initiatives need to be part of our 
plan, but the plan needs to balance our 
environmental and fi nancial resources. 
— Austin Jackson
Emphasizing environmental issues in 
a city and state that is skeptical about the 
credence of global warming would not 
waste valuable political capital. Instead, 
issues like crime and the budget should 
be at the forefront while green initiatives 
should be a secondary concern. 
— Peter Schaeffi ng
The Green Forum should definitely 
be a priority for the politicians, but it 
should not be number one. We have more 
important things to focus on such as the 
status of our governor. But we are lucky 
that our politicians are aware of this 
problem and hopefully the public will get 
more involved in order to improve our 
environmental situation. 
— Marilynn Joyner 
 
In Monday’s article, “Green forum hosts mayoral candidates,” candidate 
Steve Morrison’s name was accidentally omitted. The Daily Gamecock 
regrets the error. If you find an error, let us know about it. E-mail 
sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will print the correction in our next 
issue.
PAGE 6 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2010
Eye Alaska offers strong blend
Regional sound rocks Tavern
Neal Hughes
STAFF WRITER
Eye Alaska, the new wave, alternative quintet from Orange County, 
Calif, offers a mix of mellowed-out and high-action tracks with 
“Genesis Underground,” released with Fearless Records last year.
Featuring front man Brandon Wronski on vocals, guitar and piano, 
“Genesis Underground” showcases the band’s unique style. It brings in 
unexpected sounds, and hides the sometimes strangest, but best lyrics 
behind the music.
The opening track, “Walk Like a Gentleman,” just released as 
Eye Alaska’s fi rst music video last Wednesday , is defi nitely the most 
mainstream of the line-up. It stays pretty safe in regards to the band’s 
sometime eccentric style, and keeps the focus on Wronski’s vocal 
talent.
“Show Me DaLuv, ” featuring Phoenix-based rapper VerBS , quickly 
dispels that image of playing it safe, bringing in strings and a whole 
array of backing instruments to accompany the hip-hop infusion. 
Introduced with a quick count-off by Wronski, VerBS breaks it down 
in the bridge. “Star Pilot ” puts VerBS in a brighter spotlight, with one 
minute of what sounds more like poetry with a beat, telling the tale of 
his own struggle to musical success.
“American Landslide, ” which draws backup vocals from the rest of 
the band, just can’t help but get stuck in your head. Giving a much 
better rhythm to the downfalls of the American dream, the chorus, 
“outside snow falling up to the hip/ put one shoe on, then the button 
and zip your lips ,” uses its rhyme to stay catchy despite its context of 
the harsh reality of the fallen dream. 
Breaking up the track list, “The Legion Night (Rorrim Ehtni Lived) ” 
gives a short clip of what appears to be an ode to the band’s piano and 
programming talents, leading straight into a personal favorite, “Good 
to Go. ” Starting out with a backtrack of an audience, and an opening 
that sounds as if it’s straight from a live show, drummer Han Ko adds 
to the immediate captivation with a beat that holds strong throughout 
the song.
“Miles Don’t Mean Anything,” the token cliche love song on the 
album, slows things back down, and competes for most popular track 
with “Walk Like a Gentleman.” Strings and acoustic guitar add to 
the stripped-down vocals, while Wronski and pianist/guitarist Chase 
Kensrue offer an amazing harmony in the chorus.
“Rocky Road” starts things back off with a kick, speaking of the 
non-traditional track to stardom, resting on Wronski’s late-song mini-
rap, provides a little laugh with, “you’re always overdone, burnt in the 
oven like an apple dum.” 
The closing track on the album, “Intro to POP. Fiction,” shies 
away from the typical, and at only two-minutes long, leaves the 
listener wanting more. With all kinds of experimental sounds and 
programming effects, it is, for a lack of better words, very cool. 
“Genesis Underground,” available at Best Buy and iTunes , is different 
while being blessed with the gift to appeal to the masses. Each of the 
band members is extremely talented, and mesh each of their sounds 
together to create something great. Eye Alaska is one to watch and will 
be making a stop at Columbia’s New Brookland Tavern on March 7 . 
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Band name: Eye Alaska





“It’s President’s Day. The people at the bank 
may have taken off, but not y’all,” said Lucero’s 
lead vocalist, Ben Nichols , who established 
early on that the night belonged to the blue-
collar working man. Deep in the alcoves of 
New Brookland Tavern, Lucero and opening 
act Glossary played an extensive concert 
rewarding die-hards and newcomers alike; 
making sure that not one person left without a 
renewed belief in the power of music. 
The night began with Glossary, hailing 
from Murfreesboro, Tenn. , opening with a 
vivacious sense of energy. They were able to 
maintain a lighthearted tone throughout the 
set. When asked about their sound, lead singer 
Joey Kneiser’s response was, “American Music, 
anything that represents America.” The likes 
of Bruce Springsteen and Neil Young serve as 
chief inspiration for this sound, according to 
Kneiser . A majority of their music is available 
on their Web site — http://glossary.us — for 
free. It is worth a look for fans of a twanging 
guitar and southern rock sound.
The main act of the event was Lucero, a 
band from Memphis, Tenn. and spends a 
majority of its time touring. Very few bands 
sound decent live, but Lucero managed to not 
only match the sound of their studio albums, 
but in some cases exceed the studio recordings.
Right from the beginning, Ben Nichols’ 
soulful ballads were echoed throughout the 
room by the dedicated fan base, who did not 
lose its energy and kept harmonizing until the 
fi nale. Lucero played a majority of their hits, 
including “My Best Girl” and personal favorite 
“Mom,” which was sung with a raw intensity 
rarely experienced in live performances. 
The band was very genial with the crowd, 
and often the gaps in between songs were fi lled 
with dialogue and jokes. The highlight of the 
night was the lead guitarist Brain Venable 
attempting to “make it rain” with a fan’s 
money, to which Nichols promptly uttered, 
“This is why Lucero never makes any money.”
After sitting down and talking with the 
band’s lead singer and organist directly after 
their exhaustive two-hour set, it became clear 
Lucero is more than just a talented band. 
Lucero’s members collectively agreed that 
their main inspiration was either the Pogues 
or Tom Watts, but pianist Rick Steff stated 
that, “you are inspired by all music, whether 
good or bad.”
Every fan desiring an autograph was granted 
one, and each picture request was greeted with 
a gentle acquiesce, proving that some bands 
really do care about their fans. Each song 
request was met, and the band received a warm 
ovation for their willingness and good-natured 
attitude at the end of the show.  
Though Lucero will not be returning to 
Columbia again during their current tour, they 
will be performing in almost all neighboring 
states between now and April. Even if you 
don’t get the chance to catch a show this 
t ime around, it is highly encouraged that 
everyone looks up both bands on iTunes and 
download some of their songs for a taste of 
some refreshing regional sound. 
This week’s Under the 
Cover looks at what happens 
when novels get star-struck. 
The situation is familiar: 
a booming voice in a dark 
room,  a  f l a sh  of  l ight . 
No, it’s not death, it’s the 
announcer proclaiming what 
blockbusters are coming soon 
—  “to a theatre near you.”
It has become tradition in 
the American film industry 
to put money into something 
producers know will make 
money. 
Disney could have claimed 
the tradition when they made 
“Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs.” The 1937 movie 
is nothing like the original 
Grimm Brothers tale. The 
movie has been candy-coated 
and the original gruesome 
fate of the wicked witch was 
changed from dancing to 
death in hot ironclad shoes to 
falling over a cliff.
Books prov ide a great 
formula for Hollywood, like 
TV shows, because the plot 
and script exist right there, 
waiting for them to hack and 
slash it like a crazed editor 
before slapping on special 
effects and a couple months 
of hype. Soon, fans are going 
crazy that the book they 
worship will now be provided 
in a new form for them to 
fawn over. Hollywood makes 
millions of dollars this way 
every year, ripping the film 
rights to various popular 
novels. 
Then we die hard fans, 
the ones that have read every 
inch of the novel, scoured it 
for hidden secrets and gone 
to wait in line at midnight for 
the release of the next one, 
often fi nd ourselves cheated 
by fate when we spend ten 
dollars on a movie ticket to 
go see it on the fi lm. It’s not 
that the film does not meet 
the standards, it’s that often 
times it’s too good. It makes 
the book seem boring and 
outdated. The book lacks 
the beaut iful actors who 
por t ray t he charac ters , 
and soundtracks to make 
t he ac t ion scenes more 
thrill ing or the romance 
more romantic. In short, the 
book, afterwards is terrible 
compared to the mov ie, 
and instead of re-reading 
the book, people pop in the 
DVD and scour for extras.
Or it can have the opposite 
effect, where the director 
instead toys with the novel’s 
original concept and mangles 
it beyond recognition, so 
people blast the movie with 
bad rev iews and quick ly 
scurry back to the well-loved 
original, swearing never 
to see another book-based 
movie again. These are few 
and far in between, as books-
turned-movies are addictive. 
It is the moth effect, where 
t he  mot h doesn’t  wa nt 
to go to the light, but its 
instinct drives it head on 
into t he bu lb.  Hu mans 
enjoy being amazed and fed 
entertainment, no matter 
how much we protest that it 
goes against our principles.
As a result, the f ilm is 
often echoed in the halls 
of infamy, while the book 
gathers dust and passes from 
thought, remembered by few 
and discovered by children 
who ask, “Isn’t this book a 
movie?” The sad truth is that 
they know the movie before 
they know the book, like 










Quintet heads to New Brookland Tavern in March
 to showcase latest album ‘Genesis Underground’ 
which features Phoenix-based rapper VerBS
Courtesy of Myspace
Lucero performs on stage (top). The band performed at New Brookland Tavern on Monday, to  
an enthusiastic crowd. The band offered a high-spirited show throughout their setlist.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
Tennessee bands Lucero, Glossary; 
boast energetic, friendly styles 
at Columbia venue Monday night
 Courtesy of Myspace
Eye Alaska’s latest album contains a wide arrangement of song styles 
and sounds. The band teamed with rapper VerBS on several tracks.
“A satellite has no conscience.” 
— Edward R. Murrow
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
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NEW YORK — Nobody involved was 
surprised that Martin Scorsese’s latest — the 
gothically inflected psychological thriller 
“Shutter Island” — is chockablock with 
references to everything from the Bronte 
sisters to “I Walked With a Zombie.”
“Marty has loved film all his life,” said 
Mike Medavoy, one of the fi lm’s producers. 
“He’s out there promoting fi lm preservation, 
he knows everything about movies.”
Neither was Scorsese’s choice of star: 
Leonardo DiCaprio, who at the age of 35 
has acquired both the physical presence 
and actorly heft of the great leading men — 
and who is starring in his fourth Scorsese 
picture. 
“I was very intrigued by the screenplay,” 
DiCaprio said on a recent afternoon in 
Manhattan. “It was very much a throwback 
to some of the great detective fi lms of the 
past, whether it was ‘Vertigo’ or ‘Out of the 
Past,’ which Marty screened for us. At fi rst 
glance, it was a thriller, a genre piece with 
twists and turns.”
But what he discovered, along with his 
director and his co-stars  —  who include 
Ben Kingsley and Michelle Williams — was 
that the filmmaking took them to “places 
we couldn’t have foreseen. It got darker and 
darker and more emotionally intense than 
we ever expected.”
It doesn’t exactly begin with fl owers and 
sunshine: On a steel-gray day in 1954, U.S. 
Marshal Teddy Daniels (DiCaprio) and his 
new partner, Chuck Aule (Mark Ruffalo) 
get off a boat at Shutter Island, a facility for 
the criminally insane. A female inmate, has 
pulled off a seemingly impossible escape 
and Teddy is intent on tracking her down. 
The oppressiveness of the place and the 
quasi-ghoulish personalities of the medical 
staff are compounded by the progressively 
macabre and hallucinatory goings-on in a 
locale that author Dennis Lehane said was 
based on a place he visited as a kid.
“There was an actual minimum-security 
mental institution in Boston Harbor,” he 
said, “but it was connected by a bridge. It was 
called Long Island, actually — which would 
have been a really crappy title.’”
But for a l l  the eer ie,  other worldly 
embellishments, to its star, the fright factor 
was not the most important aspect in making 
the fi lm. 
“It’s being publicized as a thriller with a 
surprise ending or terrifying elements, and 
is very much a genre piece,” DiCaprio said. 
“But at the end of the day, it’s what Martin 
Scorsese does best: Portraying something 
about humanity and human nature and who 
we are as people. That’s what makes it stand 
out, and makes it different from being a 
normal genre piece.”
“Marty directs like a lover,” said Kingsley. 
“Everything is held together by affection 
— for his actors, his crew, his material, for 
cinema. What perhaps you don’t see on the 
page, what did emerge, is an extraordinary 
level of tenderness between the characters.”
For his part, Scorsese seemed more at 
home talking about the Laeta Kalogridis 
screenplay (adapted from Lehane’s novel) 
and how it provoked the fi lmmaker whom 
producer Brad Fischer described as “a 
walking encyclopedia of movies.”
“I think the trappings of the story, the 
situations, the storm, two detectives, the 
escaped patient, automatically bring certain 
genres to my mind,” Scorsese said, “certain 
images that go back several hundred years. 
I had all this to draw upon. The issue was 
having them work for our story and at the 
same time refer to other fi lms, other types of 
fi lms. In other words, the more you see, and 
the more you see of the past, the more you 
can draw upon that, and the more you can 
make the present and future.”
 
SCORSESE, DICAPRIO TEAM FOR ‘ISLAND’ 
Veteran filmmaker pours knowledge of history of cinema 
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Calendar of Events
The Scene
HOOTS & HELLMOUTH W/ JACOB JOHNSON
7 p.m., $8




Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St. 
JANGEUN BAE
7:30 p.m., free
USC School of Music Recital Hall, 813 
Assembly St. 
GHOSTS OF THE GREAT HIGHWAY, THE 
RESTORATION, DANCE COMMANDER, AND I 
IN THE SKY
7 p.m., $7
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.  
TOMORROW
LOCAL NIGHT AT THE NICK
10:30 p.m., free
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
SHAG NIGHT AT JILLIAN’S
6 p.m., free
Jillian’s, 800 Gervais St. 
LEFT BANK BIG BAND
8 p.m., free
Koger Center for the Arts, 1051 Greene 
St. 
What: Garnet Circle Offi cial 
Carolina Ring Week
When: 9 a.m.
Where: Russell House Lobby
What: Relay for Life table
Where: Greene Street








What: Ash Wednesday Service
When: 11:30 a.m.
Where: RH Theater
What: NAACP at USC meeting
When: 5 p.m.
Where: RH Theater
What: Student Senate meeting
When: 5:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 322/326
What: SAFARI meeting
When: 6:30 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 305
What: Anglers at USC meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: Callcott, Room 102
What: Wakeboarding Club meeting
When: 8 p.m.






















15 Chaplin’s last wife
16 Road for Pilate




20 How some scary
things go




25 Wasted, as a
chance
29 Not subject to
change
35 “I wish!”
37 On the calmer
side
38 Floors, briefl y
39 Wolfgang Puck’s
restaurant
40 Third qtr. start
41 Talons




50 Not easy to see
51 Crimson opponent
52 Not quite oneself
54 Activity that
involves the fi rst




64 Like chalet roofs
65 Be sore
66 Take a shot








3 Unit on a 2-Down
4 Ambush
5 Weird Al Yankovic


















































57 In one’s birthday
suit











A R IES   Ta ke  a 
m i d w e e k  b r e a k 
to enjoy del ic ious 
cuisine. This could 
b e  a  g o o d  t i m e 
for lunch with co-
workers to work out a 
logical plan of action.
TAU RUS   You 
des i re  somet h i ng 
sweet today. One or 
two bites will satisfy 
the craving without 
trashing your diet. 
One drink is plenty.
GEMINI  As the 
Moon enters Aries, 
you get a boost of 
e n t h u s i a s m  t h a t 
helps you make a 
d e a d l i n e .  Po w e r 
your way through 
t he la s t  obst ac le .
C A N C E R   A s 
you become aware 
of household issues, 
form a logical plan of 
attack to make repairs 
and renovations that 
everyone will love.
LEO  Do you feel 
a bit sad? Pay close 
a t t e n t io n  t o  t h e 
fee l i ng  for  a  few 
moments, and then 
go on to another task. 
Your mood improves 
in time for dinner.
VIRGO  You have 
to bend your mind 
around a problem to 
get a new perspective. 
Sudden ly you see 
the l ight and f ind 
a  pr ac t ic a l  route 
t o  c o m p l e t i o n .
L I BR A   A  ne w 
person enters today. 
At fi rst you wonder if 
there’s anything new 
in the conversation. 
By late afternoon you 
see the wisdom of 
adding another view.
SCORPIO  Finally! 
Group members have 
learned to take care of 
their own needs. Will 
it last? Yes, if you show 
your appreciat ion. 
B o n u s e s  h e l p . 
SAGITTARIUS 
T h e  p r e s s u r e  i s 
of f ,  a nd you fee l 
t remendous rel ief. 
Relax and enjoy a 
day t hat  requ i res 
fewer adjustments. 
Rent a feel— good 
movie and kick back.
C A PR ICOR N 
There’s an internal 
struggle going on. 
Yo u  w a n t  t o  d o 
something ingenious, 
but the job calls for 
s imple log ic .  You 
can have both if you 
fulf i l l basics f irst.
AQUARIUS  You 
a nd you r pa r t ner 
f e e l  l i k e  y o u ’ r e 
on the r ight t rack 
creatively. An older 
p e r s o n  p r o v id e s 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
log ic to help you 
m o v e  f o r w a r d .
PISCES   You’ve 
been fl exible for days. 
Today you decide to 
do things your way. 
At her Monday press conference 
University of South Carolina head 
coach Joyce Compton said, “anytime 
you go on the fi eld anybody is capable 
of beating anybody.”
But that wasn’t the case Tuesday 
night.
The women’s softball team took on 
the Longwood Lancers in a double-
header at David & Mitz Beckham 
fi eld in Columbia.
O n  a  c h i l l y  w i n t e r  d a y  i n 
Columbia, the Gamecocks looked to 
continue their hot streak after having 
to postpone some games due to 
inclement weather. The Gamecocks 
were looking to duplicate the same 
offensive firepower they showed in 
their last outing where they scored 
17 runs.
And hot they remained. In the 
f irst contest against the Lancers, 
junior pitcher Ashley Chastain (2-0) 
remained undefeated on the year 
by allowing only three hits. After a 
scoreless fi rst inning, the Gamecocks 
got on track with two runs scored. 
Sophomore out f ielder Lauren 
Lackey continued the Gamecocks 
offensive onslaught with a double 
and two RBIs. Further adding to the 
Lancers woes was junior catcher P.J. 
Fulmer , who stole a base and batted 
in yet another Gamecock run. 
Longwood’s lone bright spot of the 
fi rst game was Courtney Long’s one 
RBI that came in the sixth inning .
The temperature was the only 
thing to drop as the Gamecocks 
cont inued to dominant in their 
second game against Longwood. The 
Gamecocks did not waste any time 
and picked up right where they left 
off by scoring four runs in the fi rst 
inning, followed by three runs scored 
in the second inning. Keeping it close 
Longwood scored two runs in the 
third inning . 
After a scoreless third and fourth 
inning, Evan Childs started the fi fth 
inning with her third double of the 
game — tying a school record. 
As the temperature began to drop, 
so did the Lancers focus. Pitcher 
Brooke Short committed the Lancers 
third error of the game, leading to 
another USC score. 
In all, the Gamecocks were able 
to keep their record unblemished at 
4-0 on the year with their two wins 
against the Lancers. Even though 
the Gamecocks won, Compton said 
she would like her team to be able to 
fi nish teams off when they are able 
to.
“ I n  t he  s e c o nd  g a me  I  w a s 
disappointed we didn’t put away when 
we had the opportunities,” Compton 
said.
The Gamecocks will be back in 
action this Friday on the road against 
Florida A&M. 
It’s getting to be that time in the college basketball season 
where the weaker teams in each conference fade out of 
contention while the stronger teams continue to fi nd ways to 
win. 
After a tough road loss to conference foe Georgia and heading 
into a very difficult road contest against Arkansas, South 
Carolina is in a position where only its best effort will be good 
enough in the fi nal stretch of conference play.
The Arkansas Razorbacks have been one of those teams that 
have found a way to pull off victories even on the road in tough 
situations. As USC travels to Fayetteville to take on the leader 
of the SEC West, the Gamecocks urgently need a win to dodge 
a two-game slide and fall back in the SEC East standings. The 
exigency of a road victory, however, doesn’t mean that it will 
be easy. The Razorbacks have won fi ve of their last six and are 
looking as good as any team in the SEC.
“In some of those games, they’ve just found a way. Close 
game at Georgia, they were down big and came back. They’ve 
made the plays they needed to make,” said USC coach Darrin 
Horn . “Across the board, they’ve done the things they needed 
to do to fi nd a way to win games. Ultimately, in league play 
that’s what it comes down to. If you’re on the road and you give 
yourself a chance to win then you have to make some plays.”
With six regular season games left before postseason play 
begins , a losing streak here would infl ict considerable damage 
to any team’s season. The Gamecocks have lost a couple 
heartbreaking games in league play when they were just inches 
from the outcome being reversed. Now is the time those plays 
need to be made and those close games need to fi nd their way 
into the win column, just as Arkansas (13-12, 6-4 SEC) has done 
in its recent games.
“There’s been a sense of urgency for weeks. It’s league play. 
The fact of the matter is, we’re legitimately three, maybe four 
possessions from being 7-3 in this league if you just look at the 
Florida and Georgia games,” Horn said. “In Florida, one shot 
doesn’t go down and we win the game. In Georgia, we get just 
a couple stops or make one of those good looks that we get on 
Saturday, even with not fairing as well as we wanted to in the last 
fi ve minutes, we still had a great chance to fi nish that game off. 
Every game has a sense of urgency. It does become more that 
way as the season moves on.”
Even more of a reason for the Gamecocks (14-10, 5-5 SEC) 
to play like it’s do or die time, they don’t have the ability to 
overcome a lack of effort and still manage to win the game. The 
SEC is such a competitive league that every team will put up a 
fi ght.
“I think we are [up against the wall]. We need to come out 
fi ghting because that’s what’s going to give us our best chance 
to win,” Horn said. “We’re not overpowering anybody right now 
and we’ve seen that we can’t depend on just one person to be 
great. As we build our program and for where this team is right 
now, absolutely we have to come out with that mentality.” 
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USC faces must-win against Razorbacks
Gamecocks’ postseason hopes 
rest on victory over Arkansas
Sam Davis 
STAFF WRITER
Softball still unblemished 
after sweeping Longwood
Swim, dive team heads to SEC Championships
Paulina Berkovich
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Pressure on South Carolina freshmen 
for big performances in conference title
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Freshman forward Lakeem Jackson shoots in the lane in a 
77-71 victory over Florida last Wednesday night.
Coach McGee Moody has some lofty goals for four-time SEC Freshman of the Week 
Michael Flach heading into the SEC Championships.
“As a freshman, we don’t want to put too much pressure on him, but you don’t want to 
underestimate him either,” Moody said. “I think he has a chance to swim under 4:20 
in the 500 free, which is extremely, extremely fast. I think he has a good chance to be 
SEC Freshman of the Year, but if he can repeat that performance, I’m not sure if NCAA 
Freshman of the Year is out of the question.”
Nor does he think Flach will stop there.
“He’s got some big things ahead of him, and then obviously, the thing that hangs over 
everybody’s head is the Olympics in 2012. You have to put yourself in a position to make that 
Olympic team,” he said.
Not all 43 Gamecock swimmers are targeting the Olympics, but as the SEC championships 
get under way today in Athens, Ga., Moody expects to see impressive performances out of 
many members of his team.
“We’ve had a pretty good rest. We’ve been, for the most part, tapered anywhere from 15 to 
10 to 12 days now. I think we’re going to have some pretty good swims out of a lot of folks, 
and it looks like for the most part we’re fairly healthy,” Moody said. “I think we have a lot of 
opportunities on both the men’s and the women’s sides.”
In addition to Flach, freshman Brooks Ross is someone to watch. Ross currently ranks 10th 
in the SEC with a time 15:39.68 in the 1,650 freestyle . On the women’s side, Sharntelle 
McLean ranks 10th in the SEC in the 50 freestyle with a time of 23.11. 
USC’s divers also have high hopes. 
“Our divers are going to be travelling down, and they’re going to score some points,” Moody 
said. “Obviously the one that’s always going to be watched is Taryn (Zack) . If she dives well, 
there’s no one in this conference that’s going to touch her.”
At the 2009 SEC championships, Zack won the one-meter event and fi nished second in 
the three-meter, helping lead the Gamecocks to seventh place overall . Zack, who recently 
competed at Canadian nationals, has already broken school records in both diving events 
this season. At last year’s SEC championships, Carolina swimmers broke 13 school records 
in total .
The fi rst of four days of competition will feature women’s one-meter diving, the 200 medley 
relay, men’s three-meter diving and the 800 freestyle relay. 
“I think it all comes down to, mentally, are we prepared to race?” Moody said. “And 
physically, I think they’re at a good place right now.” 
Zack Plum / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The South Carolina swim and dive team will need impressive performances from all 
athletes in order to post successful times at the Southeastern Conference Championships.
Rodney Gray
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Gamecock offense proves 
difference in doubleheader
Richard Pearce / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sophomore third baseman Evan Childs sits on second 
base after one of her three hits against Longwood.
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Reserve 2BR for $750 Market rate 905. 
Reserve it today! All utilities incld. 
Open M-F 9-5  Call Glenn 799-1442
27 Apts (1-5 BR) almost on campus. 
803.318.0800  rajaluri@aeliusa.com
Housing-Rent
PLACE ON THE GREENE CONDO
2002 Greene St convenient to Star-
bucks & Gourmet Shop and groceries
2BR 2BA. Renovated with great paint 
colors, new fans and fixtures. All appli-
ances plus washer and dryer and
cute balcony with view of Shandon. As-
signed parking. & keyed secure entry. 
Available Aug 1st $950/mo includes 
water. Call Mike @ 413-2516.
CONDO FOR RENT  2BR 2BA
min from USC located on River.
All appl furn. $800.Avail now! 
Call Matt 730-3980
Rooms  for Rent - Lg Spacious 
walking distance to USC  $300/mo.  
Call 463-5129
4BR 2BA Shandon hd flrs  Begin 5/10
$1345. 3BR NOW. $11095 318-0729
4BR 2BA 1700 sq ft 616 Laurel St. Walk-
ing distance to Vista. Perfect for 4 stds. 
Available July 2010. 422-5704.
Help Wanted
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 




PT Hours. Must have excellent 
speaking voice! Earn $200- $500/wk.
Free cell phone! 
Call 803-238-5780
OFFICE ASSISTANT IN IRMO
Fabulous opportunity for serious senior 
or grad student looking for office experi-
ence. Exciting small beauty company in 
Irmo has immediate opening for PT of-
fice assistant. approx. 20/hrs/wk. Flex af-
ternoon hrs. Responsibilities include: 
Customer service support, filing, office 
errands data entry, assistance in ship-
ping dept. solid work ethic, excellent 
communication skills and attention to de-
tail are a must. 410/hr background check 
+ drug screen. Contact 
lela@bellalucce.com or via fax at 
800.485.3079.
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!
$15 base-appt, flexible schedules, cus-
tomer sales/svc, all ages 18+ conditions 
apply, call 772-4112 or apply online 
BestUSCjobscom
8 COLLEGE STUDENTS NEEDED 
Must be neat in appearance & like meet-
ing people--collect water samples from 
local homeowners. Flex hrs avail $9/hr + 
bonus. Call 939-9533 for personal inter-




PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors for all land, adventure & water 




Experienced Personal Trainers  
needed. Located 5 minutes from cam-
pus. PT available. Contact 
Personally Fit @ 799-9455 for details..
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? 
FREE pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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